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Setting the stage 
•  Budget cut blues 
•  Challenges working with Congress and 

implications for science  
•  ASA-CSSA-SSSA science policy program 
•  Myths and truths 
•  “All Politics is local” 
•  Communicating science 
•  An opportunity 

•  Proposal 
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Trends in science funding 
•  Decades-long decline or 

flat federal funding for our 
sciences 

•  Declining success rates 
–  FY 2010-USDA  AFRI funding rate is 

26% (403 awards out of 1,571 
proposals) 

–  FY 2011-NIH funding rate is 18% 
(8,765 awards out of 49,592 
proposals) 

–  FY 2011-NSF BIO funding rate is 
18% (1,309 awards out of 7,438 
proposals) 

–  FY 2011-NSF EHR funding rate is 
17% (807 awards out of 4,660 awards  







Sequestration 



What could sequestration 
mean for you? 

•  Jan 2, 2013: Sequestration 
 = 8.2% cut to science budgets 

•  Total loss of $12.5 billion in federally 
funded R&D 

•  Loss of 200,000 R&D jobs 



Sequestration impacts… 
•  National Science Foundation =          

$456 million budget cut resulting in: 

– 22,000 fewer people supported,  
including 3,500 grad. students  
supported by research fellowships 

– 1,500 fewer grants = success  
rates dropping as low as 16% 



Sequestration impacts… 
•  USDA = $189 million budget cut 

– National Institute of Food and Agriculture = 
$58 million cut 

– Agriculture and Food Research Initiative = 
loss of $21 million 

– Agriculture Research Service =  
cut of $91 million; lab closures  
and layoffs 
 



Congress 
•  Limited understanding of 

role and importance of 
science 

•  Rapid staff turnover 
•  Urban representation and 

focus growing, esp. in 
House 

•  Tea Party 



•  42% turnout (of eligible voters) 
in 2010 midterm elections 
–  1.2 percentage points higher than 

2006 elections 

–  Increase spurred by anger 
over recession 

– New Republican ‘Tea-party’ 
influenced turnout in some 
states.  

 

Certain Segments Are Voting 
•  But their action stops at the polls 



Silence = consent 



“We do not have government of the majority. 
We have government of the majority who 
participate.”  

    Thomas Jefferson 



Special interests rule 



Perfect storm against science 



U.S. is losing its competitive edge 

•  competitiveness and 
innovation suffering 

•  Economic growth 
consequences 

•  Job losses to other 
countries 



Opportunity, not a Challenge 



Agronomy, Crop, Soil Science Societies 
Science Policy Office 

 

–  Congressional Science Fellow (1986) 

–  Director of Science Policy (1994) 

–  Director of Government Affairs (2012) 

–  Science Policy Associate (2012)  

–  Administrative Assistant (2012) 

–   Science Policy Intern (2001)  

 



ASA-CSSA-SSSA priorities 
•  Funding for research and education 
•  Legislation and regulations 

– STEM and workforce 

– Farm Bill 

– Clean Water Act 
•  Chesapeake Bay TMDL 
•  Mississippi River Basin 
•  Great Lakes 



ASA-CSSA-SSSA activities 

•  Congressional Visits Days 
•  Congressional Soils Caucus 
•  Congressional Educational Briefings 
•  Coalitions 



Congressional Visits Day 

 



Congressional Soils Caucus 

 



Congressional educational 
briefings 



Coalitions 
•  Agriculture and Food Research Initiative 

(AFRI) Coalition 

•  Friends of Agricultural Research Service 
•  NCFAR 
•  CNSF 
•  ESC 
•  USGS Coalition 



Science policy tools 

•  Position statements 
– Nutrient Management 
– Climate Change 
– Crop Adaptation to Climate Change 
– Biofuels (on going) 
– Nitrogen Recommendations (on going) 



Science policy tools… 

•  Letters to the editor 
•  Op-Eds 
•  Newsletters 
•  Facebook 
•  Twitter 
•  Press releases 



 
 

Science policy tools… 
 



–  Congressional Visits Day 
alumni (>100) 
• Each alum recruited 2 

scientists (one grad 
student) 

– 26 CCSTs established 
– Goal of 40 CCSTs by  
Dec 2012 

Core Constituent Scientist Teams 



Core Constituent Scientist Teams 



Two to six times per year 
contact Congress! 

 



Take Action! 



Why scientists don’t advocate 

•  Scientists believe that  
science should stand for itself 

•  Scientists compromise their  
integrity 

•  It’s illegal for scientific  
societies and scientists  



Why scientists don’t advocate.. 

•  Congress isn’t interested  
in what I have to say 

•  Congress doesn’t understand  
science 



“All Politics Is Local” 



You each have a  
congressional delegation 

•  Representative  
– Tom Latham (R-4) 
 

•  Senators 
– Charles Grassley (R) 

     
– Tom Harkin (D)  

   





Science communication 



Communicating science… 

•  Speaking the language 

•  Knowing your audience 

•  Knowing the process 



Communicating science… 
•  Send an email 
• Make a phone call 
•  Conduct a Congressional visit 

– Washington, D.C.  
– District/State 



 

Make clear you’re not going away! 
 
 
 
 
 

Develop relationship  
with your Congressional delegation 

Take Action!!! 



Opportunities for Animal Science 

•  Participate in Spring 2013 Congressional 
Visits Day 

•  Place ASAS intern in our  
DC policy office 



A story worth telling… 
•  Societies advocated for 

inclusion agronomist, crop, soil 
scientist in BRDTAC 

•  Both House and Senate had 
provision included in their 
versions 

•  Last minute in Senate, provision 
dropped 

•  Four constituent scientist calls 
in 2 hours 

•  Scientific  credibility 



Questions? 

•  Interested in getting 
involved?  

Contact  Info: 
Science Policy Office 
•  Phone: 202-408-5382  
•  kglasener@scienceso

cieties.org 

•  Interested in Science 
Policy?  

•  Subscribe to Science 
Policy Report: https://
www.soils.org/
science-policy/sspr 


