MR. ROBERT GOODLING

Pennsylvania State University

Mr. Robert Goodling is currently an Extension Associate in the Department
of Animal Science and a member of the Penn State Extension Dairy Team.
His primary focus is farm and data management and record keeping. Rob
was raised in portions of central and southern Pennsylvania. Rob attended
Penn State University from 1997 to 2001, graduating with a degree in
Animal Science, Science Option. He then obtained a Master’s Degree in
Dairy Science from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Rob’s masters work
was in the field of dairy genetics. Upon graduating from UW in January 2004
and before joining the Department in April 2011, Rob worked for the Animal
Improvement Programs Laboratory, an ARS-USDA office responsible for
dairy cattle genetic evaluations and selection research, and was the Dairy
Extension Educator in Lebanon County from 2004 to 2011. Rob's family is
still actively involved with the dairy & crop industry both here in PA and in
WI. He resides in Bellefonte, PA with his wife Erin, and their two sons, Robert
and Lincoln.



DR. BONNIE BURR

University of Connecticut

In 2009 Dr. Bonnie Burr began working for the UConn College of Agriculture,
Health and Natural Resources where she serves as Department Head and
Assistant Director of UConn Extension. She works on agricultural policy as
well as 4-H and dairy programming when not carrying out administrative
duties. She was appointed by Governor Ned Lamont to the CT State Board of
Education’s agricultural education seat in 2020. In 2017 she was appointed by
Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue to chair the USDA Farm Service Agency
(FSA) State Committee. In 2007 she was appointed by President George HW
Bush to serve as CT/RI State Executive Director of the USDA Farm Service
Agency through 2009. Dr. Burr served as Director of Government Relations at
CT Farm Bureau from 2000-2007. She was the 2006 National Distinguished
Alumni Leader of the Young Dairy Leaders Institute and served as the

2005 President of the National Dairy Shrine. She is a recipient of the New
England Holstein Distinguished Service Award and has been involved with
Holstein USA having served on their Nominating, Governance and Animal
Identification Committees. Dr. Burr serves as a CT Trustee of the Eastern
States Exposition and is Co-Supt of their Big E Dairy Show. She was raised

on a dairy farm and while they no longer milk cows she continues to raise
Holstein and Jersey heifers as well as angora cross goats.



DR. LYDIA HARDIE

Pennsylvania State University

The involvement of Dr. Lydia Hardie in the dairy industry has been lifelong.
Raised on small dairy farm near Blair, WI, she completed her undergraduate
and master’s degrees at the University of Wisconsin — Madison and PhD

at lowa State University. Her graduate research centered on the genetics

of feed efficiency as part of a multi-state project focused on improving

feed efficiency in dairy cattle. She was actively involved in many facets of
feed efficiency research from feeding cows and managing data collection
teams, to exploring indicator traits such as heat loss and performing
genomic analyses using data from thousands of cows. These data now
form the basis for the feed efficiency reference population used in national
genetic evaluations for feed efficiency in the US. Most notable, her research
illustrated the role of diet on characterizing the genetics of feed efficiency
and identified key regions of the genome impacting feed efficiency. Lydia
is currently completing postdoctoral work at Penn State University studying
the genetics of health in organic dairy cows and participates in teaching
undergraduate genetics courses.



DR. JACK DEKKERS

lowa State University

Dr. Jack C. M. Dekkers is a C.F. Curtiss Distinguished Professor at in the
Department of Animal Science of lowa State University. Dr. Dekkers grew
up in the Netherlands and received B.Sc. and M.Sc. degrees from the
Wageningen Agricultural University and a Ph.D. from the University of
Wisconsin in Animal Breeding. From 1989 to 1997 he was on faculty at
the University of Guelph, working closely with the Canadian industry on
genetic improvement of dairy cattle. He moved to lowa State University in
1997 and has been the Leader of the Department’s Animal Breeding and
Genetics group since 2012. Current research focuses on the genetic basis
of feed efficiency and health in pigs and poultry, and on the integration of
quantitative genetics and genomics in breeding programs.



DR. MELINDA ELLISON

University of Idaho Nancy M. Cummings
Research, Extension, and Education Center

Dr. Melinda Ellison is based in Salmon, Idaho at the University of

Idaho Nancy M. Cummings Research, Extension, and Education Center
where she serves as the Extension Range Livestock and Sheep specialist.
Her research program focuses on livestock grazing behavior and associations
between livestock grazing management, rangeland health, and wildlife
habitat. She received her doctorate from the University of Wyoming under
the direction of Dr. Kristi Cammack, where her research investigated
relationships between sheep microbiome and feed efficiency.



